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    MATTHEW 18 NOTES 
 
 At the conclusion of Matthew 18, Jesus’ ministry in Galilee will draw to a close.  A review 
of His teaching in the area can be summarized quite simply by “one truth—that every soul 
matters immeasurably, because it matters to God. Nobody on earth is nobody. Children, the 
ignorant, apostates—every soul is of such value that it is glory for the ruler to be allowed to 
serve. The ruler must serve. That is what he is there for. If one of those committed to his care is 
rebellious, every effort must be made to go after him—before excommunication if he is 
endangering other souls, but how slowly and reluctantly that line must be drawn.”1 
 
Matthew 18:1-5- The Greatest Citizens of the Kingdom 
 Much of this chapter is Jesus simply expounding on the Beatitudes: Blessed are the poor 
in spirit and meek (childlike) and the merciful. The world and Jesus set up two diametrically 
opposed standards. “The world encourages us to dominate, conquer, succeed at any price, 
while Jesus says, ‘Blessed are the meek.’ Jesus was despised by so many: if I am to be your 
disciple, I should not seek honors. Jesus, you were very poor; money should not be my primary 
preoccupation. Jesus, you earned a living by hard work; I should not live idly. Jesus, you 
traveled on foot; I should not be concerned about a status-symbol type of transportation. Jesus, 
you were simply clothed, ill-nourished, poorly housed. If I am to be your witness, radiating your 
presence in my own surroundings, then I cannot be overly concerned about being fashionably 
clothed, sumptuously nourished, and richly housed.—Jesus, keep my heart so simple that the 
Father may continue to reveal Himself to me.”2 
 
 What does it mean to you that you must become like a child in order to enter the 
kingdom of heaven (18:3)? To emphasize the importance of this point, Jesus precedes it with 
his characteristic clue: “Amen, I say to you”! _________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 “In ancient society, a child had no legal rights or standing and was entirely dependent 
on the parents. The child necessarily received everything as a gift. Likewise, no one through 
rank or status has a real claim on God’s kingdom; only those who recognize this fact and receive 
the kingdom as a gift will enter it (18:4). All speculations about rank in the coming kingdom are 
dismissed as a tragic misunderstanding of God and his kingdom.”3 
 A child tends to be quite bold in asking for things—sometimes even ice cream for 
breakfast! Jesus says: “Ask and you will receive” (John 16:24). “We complain before God, and 
sometimes we are apologetic or indifferent to Him, but we actually ask Him for very few things. 
Yet a child exhibits a magnificent boldness to ask! Ask and God will do. Give Jesus Christ the 
opportunity and the room to work. Be yourself before God and present Him with your 
problems—the very things that have brought you to your wits’ end. But as long as you think you 

                                                      
1 Sheed, Frank. To Know Christ Jesus. (c) 1980 by Ignatius Press, San Francisco, pp 261-263. 
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are self-sufficient, you do not need to ask God for anything.”4 In your interaction with Jesus this 
week, where do you need to assume more the posture of a little child and less of a know-it-all, 
sufficient adult? ________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 If you are a Christian leader (and each of us is in some sphere of influence at home or 
otherwise), what have you learned from Matthew 18 thus far on what attitudes and behavior 
you are to have? ________________________________________________________________ 
How will you “humble yourself and become little” (CCC 526) this week? ___________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
Why is it necessary to first be “born of God” (John 1:12-13) to authentically embody this 
humility? ______________________________________________________________________ 
 
Matthew 18:6-9—Scandal 
 The ‘little ones’ do not just refer to children, but to those irrespective of age who are 
simple in faith or perhaps learning disabled, etc. God has a preferential concern for the weak in 
faith. Keeping in mind that millstones could weigh hundreds of pounds and were used to punish 
only the worst criminals (because it precluded a proper burial), how serious does Jesus take 
causing others to sin? ____________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 How does Jesus use hyperbole (exaggeration for emphasis) in 18:8-9? _______________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
See also CCC 2284-2287.  
 
Matthew 18:10-14- The Parable of the Lost Sheep 
 How much are you worth in God’s eyes? How would you honestly answer this question?  
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 Dr. Breuninger, Catholic psychologist and professor at Franciscan University, states that 
we often have a false notion of God because we have superimposed on Him how significant 
others have treated us. “We all desire a loving, secure relationship with God. Sometimes, 
however, our relationship with God the Father in particular, can be very confusing. To move 
forward towards deeper trust and connection with God the Father, we first need to unpack the 
conflict and confusion within our hearts. This requires us to put aside our theological 
knowledge and let our hearts speak openly and honestly.”5 
 Jesus yearns to heal those deep, unresolved wounds that affect our relationships and 
health even to this day. “You have been wounded in many ways. The more you open yourself to 
being healed, the more you will discover how deep your wounds are…but do not be afraid”- 
(Henri Nouwen).6 
 
                                                      
4 Chambers, Oswald. My Utmost for His Highest. (c) 1992 by Our Daily Bread Publishing, Grand Rapids, MI, August 
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 Jesus is concerned about everyone—especially those who stray from the Kingdom itself. 
What does this parable tell you about the “reckless love” of God, to use the phrase of the 
contemporary Christian song with that title by Cory Ashbury? ___________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
Lyrics:  
“Before I spoke a word, You were singing over me. You have been so, so good to me. Before I 
took a breath, You breathed Your life in me. You have been so kind to me. Oh, the 
overwhelming, never-ending, reckless love of God. Oh, it chases me down, fights ‘til I’m found, 
leaves the 99. And I couldn’t earn it; I don’t deserve it; still You give yourself away. Oh, the 
overwhelming, never-ending reckless love of God. When I was Your foe, still Your love fought 
for me. You have been so, so good to me. When I felt no worth, You paid it all for me. You have 
been so, so kind to me. There’s no shadow You won’t light up, mountain you won’t climb up, 
coming after me. There’s no wall You won’t kick down, lie you won’t tear down, coming after 
me.”7 
 
Matthew 18:10 is often referenced to prove the existence of guardian angels. 
 
Matt 18:13- “Jesus came into the world to be my Savior and Redeemer. It brings him joy each 
time I ask his mercy on my sinfulness, for I am giving him the opportunity to fulfill his role as 
Savior in my life. This joy penetrates the heights of heaven, as Jesus tells me. Furthermore, 
when I seek his pardon and forgiveness, I bring a healing blessing to his Body. Even though I am 
an infinitesimal cell in it, my healing touches the whole Body.”8 When was the last time that 
you have brought joy to your crucified Master? How has your refusal or avoidance in dealing 
with your wounds or sin affected your immediate family and parish family? ________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 What is the distinction that Jesus makes here between those who “stray” and those who 
“perish”? What is the will of the Father in 18:14? Does this imply that all those who stray will be 
found? Why not? _______________________________________________________________ 
As distressing as this reality may be, what comfort do we gain from this parable (18:12)? _____ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 “Christ didn’t come to save us as a herd. He came to save each of us individually. Christ 
is person-specific in His search and rescue mission to you and to me.”9 
 
Matthew 18:15-20—Conflict Management and Fraternal Correction 
 What does it mean to “forbear one another” (Colossians 3:13a)? On the other hand, 
when is fraternal correction (or ‘admonition,’ as it is called in Scripture) needed? See also 
                                                      
7 Reckless Love lyrics by Cory Ashbury. (c) Be Essential Songs, Bethel Music Publishing, Watershed Worship 
Publishing, Cory Ashbury Publishing. 
8 Rosage, David. Becoming More Like Christ: A Daily Prayer Guide to Living the Beatitudes. (c) 2003 by Immaculate 
Heart Retreat Center and Servant Publications, Ann Arbor, MI, pp 124. 
9 Madrid, Patrick. Search and Rescue: How to Bring Your Family and Friends Back Into—or Back Into- the Catholic 
Church. (c) 2001 by Sophia Institute Press, Manchester, NH, pp 228. 
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Galatians 6:1-2. _________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 What three steps to conflict management within the community is given by Christ? 
  1. ________________________________________________________________ 
  2. ________________________________________________________________ 
  3. ________________________________________________________________ 
Do you practice this three-step plan, or do you immediately start to complain to others 
privately, gossip, or just sit in bitterness that grows? Do you have the courage to implement 
Jesus’ mode for conflict resolution? ________________________________________________ 
 
Note: Matt 18:20 is often quoted while basking in the beauty of Jesus’ presence with two or 
more believers congregating together in prayer. However, while this is true, in context the 
verse is actually speaking to the fact that Jesus will be with His Church and its leaders when 
they confront tough disciplinary situations with the flock. The goal of fraternal correction is 
always remedial (and not destructive or done in an arrogant or harsh way), but it can 
potentially not be well-received. Tough love is, well, tough. But Jesus promises He will not let 
His leaders (who must always keep in mind that the strayed sheep is first and foremost a 
brother) face this drama alone. 
 
Matthew 18:21-35- The Parable of the Unforgiving Servant 
 To grasp the impact of this parable, let’s first do a bit of math. One thousand talents 
would be equivalent to about $300 million today, whereas one hundred denarii would be about 
$5,000. “Although Jesus has forgiven our one-thousand-talent debt, we can’t manage to forgive 
the one-hundred-denarii debt of some family member, co-worker, or friend. We have to relearn 
what it means to be a citizen of the kingdom. Unlike the kingdoms of the world, which are 
based on fear of punishment and vicious penalties for minor infractions, Jesus’ ‘kingdom of 
heaven’ would be based on mercy expressed in the forgiveness of sins, debts, and offenses.”10 
 Basic principle: The more you show mercy, the more you will be a true disciple of Jesus. 
The unforgiving will be excluded from God’s mercy. Is being merciful optional for you? _______ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Matt 18:21-22—Ask for the grace that will enable you to forgive others. How does this parable 
embody the Beatitude found in Matthew 5:7? ________________________________________ 
How can you possibly become merciful? Ezekiel 36:26 __________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Matt 18:34- I need to forgive  (name) _______________________________ from my heart—
and I can do this only with the help of the Holy Spirit. 
 “It is there, in fact, ‘in the depths of our heart,’ that everything is bound and loosed. It is 
not in our power not to feel or to forget an offense; but the heart that offers itself to the Holy 
Spirit turns injury into compassion and purifies the memory in transforming the hurt into 

                                                      
10 Bergsma, John. New Testament Basics for Catholics. (c) 2015 by Ave Maria Press, Notre Dame, IN, pp 56-57. 
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intercession… Forgiveness also bears witness that, in our world, love is stronger than sin” (CCC 
2843-2844). 
 
James 2: 13—Mercy triumphs, but what occurs to the merciless? _________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
Read further - James 3:13-18. What is the basis for “bitter jealousy and selfish ambition”?  What 
is the source of a life “full of mercy”? _______________________________________________ 
 
Historical context of Jesus’ teaching: “The rabbis of Jesus’ time taught that a person should 
forgive another three times, so Peter is being magnanimous. Jesus’ answer renders the whole 
question absurd. It reveals the very foundation of dealing with sin in the Christian community- 
mercy. As God has forgiven us, so we must forgive others. If we set limits to forgiveness, we 
miss the point. Peter asks for a just measuring rod, and Jesus tells him just to forgive—and to 
forget the measuring rod…. By forgiving us and paying our debt, God has set the pattern we 
must follow in our individual relationships and within the Church…. Humanly speaking, it is 
impossible to be merciful by simply imitating God. We need the help of the Holy Spirit to turn 
our pain into compassion and the transforming power of forgiveness.”11 
 
Concluding thought: Psalm 103:8- “The Lord is merciful and gracious, slow to anger and 
abounding in steadfast love.” 
 (Insert your name here) ___________________  is ______________________________. 
How do the two compare? ________________________________________________________  
Ask God to give you His heart. 
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(c) Glenda Canfield, Feb 2023. 


